Shetland vs Orkney - A Game

Shetland’s captain Kim Johnson won the toss up and chose to have the first centre pass of the A game. As both teams waited for the first whistle, you could see each side determined to fight for the win. Shetland quickly passed the ball up the court and Ava Johnston had the first shot of game however Orkney’s defence were ready under the post to pick up the ball. Orkney picked up the rebound and worked hard to get the ball up to their shooting circle. Despite Shetland’s best effort, Orkney fed the ball into GS Bev Flett who scored the first goal of the game. Orkney moved fast at their centre pass and again fed the ball into Bev Flett. Flett missed her shot but GA Zara Flett was there to pick up the rebound and secure their second goal of the game.  Shetland knew they had to come back fighting to stop Orkney pulling ahead any further, the ball was quickly worked up the court around Orkney defence and into the circle however a loose ball was picked up by Orkney and worked back down to their shooters to gain a three goal lead. Kim Johnson picked up a rebound and Shetland used their determination to get the ball into GS Kaitlin Leslie who scored their first goal of the game. 
Shetland continued to use their determination to go for every ball and we saw fantastic interceptions from WD Louise Malcolmson and GA Ava Johnston. After this, Shetland found their rhythm and began to pull it back however Orkney were not ready to give up and WA Inga Kemp got a steal to help Orkney keep their lead. Shetland defenders Kim Johnson and Emma Leask worked hard in Orkney’s shooting circle forcing them to take some long shots. The first quarter ended 17-14 to Orkney. 
Shetland continued to take their determination into the second quarter as they knew they could easy bring it back. Their team was kept the same and players settled into their game further. Shetland’s GS Ava Johnston took a back line pass and sneaked the ball past the Orkney defenders into GS Kaitlin Leslie who got the first goal of the second quarter. Orkney were quick to get their first goal of the second quarter after this. Shetland C Emma Niven and WA Claire Morris worked the ball around the circle edge before Morris popped the ball into Shetland’s shooting circle and allowing them to get another goal. The second quarter saw a lot of fast play from both sides in attack and defence. Shetland managed to win some turnovers and began to draw with Orkney at 22-22, we then saw Orkney calling time and making some tactical substitutions and Erica Tait moving to C. Following this change, Shetland got a steal and Ava Johnston scored the goal which pulled them ahead to 23-22. Orkney watched Shetland pull ahead on the score board and began to fight back. They were able to bring it back to a draw with three and a half minutes left however this was not enough for Shetland. The second quarter ended 29-26 to Shetland. 
It was all to play for going into the third quarter and both teams were ready to fight for the win. Shetland brought on some fresh legs with Ashley Symington coming on to WD and Kirsti Leask coming on to GS. Shetland safely scored the first goal of this quarter with their defence following this with some great interceptions in Orkney’s attacking end. Orkney brought on Parys Hamilton to GA with shooter Bev Flett moving to WA. Both team displayed brilliant play throughout the quarter with interceptions and quick movement being regularly seen. GS Kirsti Leask and GA Ava Johnston continued their accurate shots helping Shetland keep their small lead. While working it up the court, Shetland’s C Emma Niven had a nasty contact from Orkney’s defence which saw her being knocked to the floor. Ava Johnston scored a goal after this to take the score to 30-34 Shetland and Niven went right back to her game. Another two turnovers saw Shetland pull ahead by six goals, Orkney continued to play their game however contact from Leah Thomson gave the ball to GS Kirsti Leask who rarely missed a shot. Orkney began to fight back and the third quarter finished 39-44 to Shetland. 
Orkney had the determination going into the fourth and final quarter to fight for some turnovers but Shetland knew they wanted the win. Orkney scored the first goal of this quarter and the high quality play from both teams started. Shetland WA Libby Fox fed some strong passes into Shetland shooters with Orkney defence always under the post watching for any loose balls or rebounds. Bev Flett remained at Orkney WA for the last quarter with Erica Tait at C. Strong attack saw Orkney pulling it back to 44-45. With eight minutes left, Shetland GS Kaitlin Leslie called time while the score was sitting at 47-47. Kirsti Leask came on to GS and Claire Morris subbed back on to WA for Libby Fox. Both Orkney and Shetland defence fought to keep the strong shooters away from the post. Orkney pulled ahead to 52-51 with one and a half minutes left on the clock. Each time continued to fight to the very last whistle and a las minute goal from Shetland saw the game finishing at 54-52 to Orkney. 
Players of the match were Kim Johnson for Shetland and Bev Flett for Shetland. 
