Shetland vs Orkney - B Game

Starting the first quarter Orkney had the first centre and quickly scored the first goal of the game. A composed Shetland side played it into the circle, resulting in their first goal of the game. Johnston (GK) got an early tip on the ball in Orkney’s shooting circle, this came from her and Unsworth (GD) working well together to apply pressure on the Orkney shooters. The first 2 minutes was goal for goal. Despite a couple of very clean interceptions from
Johnston Orkney worked hard to win the ab back and took the lead 5-2 after the first 5 minutes. Maddison (WA) was pulled for obstruction but fought hard to win the ball back with a fierce interception and take the ball to goal for Shetland. Fox (GS) was holding her space well in Shetland shooting circle and used clever tactful passes to work the ball to goal. Shetland fought to close the gap in the final 5 minutes of the quarter with the defence effectively zoning forcing Orkney to make errors, this converting to a goal scored by Colvin (GA). It was all even,
8-8, with 2 minutes to spare. Orkney were spurred on by their home crowd and scored a few long range shots to end the quarter 12-9 to Orkney. 
Going into the second quarter both teams made slight changes. For Shetland Aimee Budge came onto Centre and Onhauz moved to Wing Attack. Shetland shooters also switched, bring Fox out to GA and dropping Colvin back to GS. Orkneys side saw the two defenders switch. Orkney came out fighting and turned over Shetlands first centre. Unsworth (GD) was quick to react to this and soon stole the ball to be in Shetlands possession again. Thomson (WD) supported play up the court fabulously to see the Shetland side take the ball to post. After 7 minutes Thomson called time and changes were made in mid court. Seeing Onhauz back to C and Budge to WD, bringing on Cameron Johnston to WA, meaning she gained her first senior cap for Shetland. Changes to Shetlands side worked nicely and Orkney struggled to maintain possession and Shetland fought to score 5 goals in a row. After this Orkney showed panic on the court and called a tactical time out to change up their positions. The switches Orkney made had an impact on their play and they finished strong leading by 10. Half time score was 27-17 to Orkney. 
Quarter 3, Shetland made changes in their shooting circle with Fox moving back into shooter and Tahlia Leslie came on to GA. Leslie was cool and calm for the get go and scored her first shot of the game from long range. Orkney were playing a Physical game and it wasn’t long before Orkney Centre was cautioned for persistent contact. Onhauz was putting a lot of pressure on her opposition, getting her hands on almost every ball that was passed her way. Fox and Leslie gelled very well with speedy movement and passing in the circle. Johnston and Unsworth were still working relentlessly to pressure Orkneys shot and win the rebounds, which saw Shetland begin to close the gap with the score 31-26 half way through the quarter. This continued for the few minutes which appeared to rattle Orkney causing them to call another tactical time out. In the dying few second of the quarter Budge (WD) knew there wasn’t long left and fired the ball from the middle third landing right at post where Fox was holding strong. With the crowd going wild, Fox remained calm and sunk the ball in the net on the last second of the quarter, ending 35-31 to Orkney. 
The final quarter saw no changes to Shetland. Within the first two minutes Shetland were hungry to keep up there momentum and won a rebound to score 3 goals in a row, both shooters were confident and on top form scoring from wherever they caught the ball. With just 9 minutes left on the clock it was all even, 37-37. The crowd were on the edge of their seats which motivated the Orkney side to hunt for the ball and score 3 goals in a row. Johnston (GK) was not finished fighting and won the ball for Shetland at a crucial point in the game. Both Johnston (WA) and Onhauz were patient on the edge of the circle and made accurate passes into the shooters. Orkney were leading 45-43 with just 1 minute remaining. Both teams scored from their centres and Shetland worked the ball quickly to Leslie but the final whistle blew before she had time to take her shot. Orkney edged the win by just 1 goal, 46-45. 
Both sides played a very strong game and entertained the crowd to the final whistle. 
Players of the match were Sadie Fox for Shetland and Millie Flett for Orkney. 

