Shetland vs Orkney - Vets Game

The 40th inter-county netball anniversary celebrations were hosted by Netball Orkney this weekend in Kirkwall. This included a veterans game between Orkney and Shetland. The first veterans game since the 30th anniversary celebrations in 2011. The game was comprised of 6 x 10 minute play periods. Ensuring all players in each squad had time to rotate throughout the game. Shetland having a squad of 14 and Orkney having 21 playing and 21 non playing veterans. Orkney were first to put a score on the board quickly followed by Shetland’s first goal by GA Sarah Grogan. Play continued to be end to end throughout this first period as players settled into the flow of the game. Shetland demonstrated good supportive mid court play by Diane Thomson WD, Hazel Johnson C and Marie Anderson WA. The Orkney circle defence made up of Fran Dearness (GK) and Pamela (GD) making the Shetland shooters work hard to find space. The first period of play finished in with Orkney in the lead 9-8 Both teams rotated players for fresh legs going into the the second phase of play. Orkney continued to build on the momentum they gained in the first period of play going up 13-8 in the first few minutes. Orkney shooter Amy Houston (GA) showing excellent consistency. Shetland managed to get a few valuable interceptions from the defensive unit of Morag Fox (WD), Vaila Kay (GD) and Vaila Hough (GK). With the second period of play finishing with a mere two goals in it but Orkney still in the lead 16-14. Shetland Marie Clark (GS) shooting was flawless going into the third period of play, holding her space effectively in the attacking circle. Ingrid Nicol’s support proved invaluable throughout this quarter, playing the ball calmly through the centre third. Pamela Robertson (GD) continued to work tirelessly in the Orkney defensive circle gaining valuable interceptions and supporting the attacking play up the court. The first half score finished 24-22 to Orkney. Going into second half of play Orkney’s Moira Nicolson took to the court at GS scoring the opening goal of the second half for Orkney. Vicki Learmonth demonstrated speed through the midcourt for Orkney at C. Shetland continued to work hard to bring the score level with Louise Johnson (GA) and Dawn Manson (GS) shooting well in the circle. Their hard work paid off with the 4th period of play finishing level at 28 - 28. Moving into the 5th period of play each team had it all to play for with Joanna Sinclair return to court for Orkney at GD and Laura Leonard at GA. Louise Moar continued to be dominant in the Shetland defensive circle putting pressure on the shot and gaining some rebounds. Shetland for the first time in the match pulled ahead moving into the final period of play with the score 36-32 to Shetland. With everything still to play for and both teams determined to win. The final period of play was just as energetic and competitive as the first. Calm movement and play from both teams meant that Shetland and Orkney kept possession on their centres. Orkney began picking off interceptions and causing errors within the mid court working hard to delay the ball going into the Shetland circle. With this hard work Orkney drew level at 41-41 and the pulled ahead 42-41 but Shetland kept fighting till the end of play. Sarah Grogan remaining composed as always, taking a nail biting shot in the dying seconds of the game to make it 43-42 to Shetland. A big well done to both playing and non-playing netball veterans. A big thank you to both Linda Ross (Orkney) and Julie Kirkness (Shetland) for their team management on the day. And finally netball Orkney for organising such a great calendar of events for the 40th anniversary celebrations of the intercounty netball fixture.
